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N HE greater Part of this 
WI I) Diſcourſe was deliver d at 


ws Chelmesford /z/? April, at the 
BY SEA baſf nearly Aſſembly of Mini- 
filters; and the favourable Ac- 
ceptance it then met with fromthem,and ſome 
other Perſons of good Senſe and Learning, 
has incouraged me to make it publick : But 
* that which above all invited me to this, 
das its being ſo well receio'd by the com- 

mon People, and the Defire that many of 
* *emexpreſsd of having it in their Hands. 
In compoſing it, I had my Eye principally 
1 2 endeavoured ſo 
2 70 manage the Argument for the Truth of 

I 54 gpnn'h J haze here inſiſted on, that 
+ zZwoſe among them of the meaneſt Capacity 
3 might take it in; and ſince they ſo well re- 
15 d what they beard, I flatter my ſelf 

iat I bade not wholly loſt my Erd but 
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that this may be aſeful to ſuch as cal 


profit by the more learned Diſcourſes that 
are written upon this Subjekt. 


— * 
% 


| Befides what is mentioned in the Title- 
Page, the Reader will find an Anſwer to 


ſome popular Objettions chain the Strip- | 


ture Hiſtory of Chriſt's Reſurrection; with 
a Reflection or tævo upon ſome Paſſages in A 
Diſcourſe of the Grounds, &c. my an 
notice of this Book, after having lately made 
ſome Remarks upon it in five Letters to the 
Author, does not proceed from any Diſre- 


ſpect to that Gentleman, but a Regard to 


Truth. And therefore, having been told 


that I inſinuatè (Letters, p. 26.) that beis 
an Fnemy to Natural Religion, I freely © 
oon, that had Ibeen ſenfuble that my Words 1 
world have born ſuch a Conſtruttion, I 
ſhould have expreſs'd my ſelf in a different 


aner. 
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| DISCOURSE 


PROVING THE 


| Reſurrection of Cunisr, Se. 


ee 7 8 . Pt Ot 


1 Co N. XV. 14. 


Fi Canter be not riſen, then is our 


reaching vain, and your Faith is 
alſo vain. 


Fr HAT Chrift fs riſen from the 
185 dead, is a Propoſition of 
the utmoſt Conſequence to 
So DS) Chriſtianity. For if this 
7 2 SS be falſe, Chriſtianity hath 
nothing to ſupport it; 
whereas if this be true, Chriſtianity is built 
on an immoveable Foundation. 
The former of theſe things is plainly al- 
ſerted in the Words we have been reading; 
and every one, I am perſwaded, will rea- 
Sy * it. For 15 CarisT be not riſen, 
_ either 


| 2.3 5 

either the Hiſtory we have of him in the 
New Teſtament muſt be falſe; or He was 
no better than an Impoſtor and Deceiver of 
the People. For it 1s often related in that 


Hiſtory, that while he was alive he fore- 
told his Reſurrection. If therefore he had 


not riſen according to his Prediction, every 
one muſt have condemn'd him as a falſe 
Prophet. So that there is no need of ſay- 
ing any thing upon this Head. 
As to the latter of theſe things, it is ne- 
ceſſarily implied in the Text. For why 


ſhould it be obſery'd, that if CHRIST be not 
riſen, the Apoſtle's Preaching, and the 


Peoples believing Chriſtianity are vain, 
unreaſonable, and ſerving no End 2 What 


Purpoſe would this have anſwer'd, unleſs 


it be allowed that they are not vain, upon 


Suppoſition that Chriſt be riſen. 


I ſhall therefore take Occaſion from the 
Words to ſhew, 


Firſt, That the Reſurrection of Chriſt is 
/ LI 
Secondly, That it is a ſufficient Proof of 

the 'Truth of Chriſtianity, ; 


Firft, That Chriſt's Reſurrection is ful- 


ly proved. This, I think, appears from 
the following Conſiderations. 
I. The Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, who 


tell us that Chriit roſe from the Dead, ap- 


2 __ peal 


\ 


— 


e 


peal to Witneſſes for the Truth of what 


they ſay; and this is certainly the moſt 


proper Method, when the Queſtion is, as 


in the preſent Caſe, concerning a Matter 


of Fatt. yn e's! 
St. Paul indeed tells the Corinthians, 


| v. 4. That he had delivered unto them, 
: tbatCurisTroſe again thethird Day, ac- 


cording to the Scriptures, that is, the Old 


! Teſtament. And the like he ſpeaks, g. 3, 4. 


of his dying for our Sins, and his being bu- 
ried. But it does not follow from hence, 


that he went about to pros e theſe things 


from the Old Teſtament ; than which, no- 
thing could well be more ridiculous : No; 


he only obſerves, that they were fore- 


told therein; and for the Proof of the 


Fact he refers us to Witneſſes, ger. 5. 


to 9. | 
All therefore that we have to do is, to 


enquire, who were the Witneſſes of CHRIS T's 


Reſurrection, what their Character, and 
whether, all Circumſtances taken into the 
Account, we have Reaſon to receive or 
reject their Teſtimony. I obſerve there- 
8 i 

2. There were many Witneſſes of the 
Reſurrection of CHRIST. (a) The Matter 
is eſtabliſhed, not at the Mouth of two or 
tbree Witneſſes only, but Hundreds (b.) He 


(a) Deut. xix. 15. FT (b) 1 Cor. xv. 6. 
1 WAN 


[4] 


thren at once. 


From the great Number of the Witneſſes | 


of CurisT's Reſurrection we have theſe 
two Advantages. EL} 

Firft, We have Reaſon to think there 
was no Impoſition upon them in this Mat- 
ter; and that it was not another Perſon 
who appeared to them after the Crucifixion 
of Jesus; and who, reſembling him in ſe- 
yeral of his Features, paſs'd himſelf upon 
them for the ſame. For it is not to be 
conceiv'd, that above five hundred, many 
of whom intimately converſed with IEsus 
before his Death (c), ſhould take another 
Perſon for him; or that if there had been 
any fraudulent Management in this Buſineſs, 


one or other among ſo many would not 


have ſeen through it. 


* Scondly, We have alſo Reaſon to think, | 


that theſe Witneſſes did not conſpire together 
to impoſe upon others. Whatever 720 or 
three may be thought to have done, it is 
not to be imagin'd that above five hundred 


took it in their Heads, in Defence of the 


Character of one who was openly crucified 
as a Malefactor, and for the propagating 
ſome Notions he deliver'd, to give out, 
that he ſhew'd himſelf alive to them after 
bis Paſſim by many infallible Proofs, be- 


* 


0 Ads j. 21, 22. 


was ſeen of OVER Five HuxpRED Pre- } 


: a *, 


E-5.] : 
jn ſeen of one or other among them foriy 

Days (d). Had this been a Fable, ſurely 
s we ſhould have found at leaſt one falſe Bro- 
e 7 tber among ſo many, who would have dif- 

? cover'd the Secret. e 
© | 3. Many were living Witneſſes of this 
- Fact, at the Time of our Apoſtle's appealing 
n to their Teſtimony, The greater Part 
n } (faith he) remain unto this preſent, bur 
= 7 ſome are fallen aſkep (e). He wrote this, not 
n thirty Years after the Reſurrection of 

- Car1sT; and he muſt be bold and impu- 
dent indeed, who would relate ſuch a Fact 
as this, a Fact ſo remarkable and aſtoniſh- 
ing, and appeal to the greater Part of five 
hundred, who could have confronted him, 
and confuted his Story, if it had been falſe. 
'This puts an Air of Credibility upon it. 
St. Paul was himſelf a Witneſs of CyrisT's 
being riſen from the Dead (5); out he does 
in Effect ſay, There's no need of your 
e believing this on my Teſtimony only; if 
2} © you in the leaſt queſtion the Truth of 
e What tell you, there are Hundreds now 
6e living, who can aſſure you that it is 
S . 

4. Theſe Witneſſes were not over- cre- 
dulous, too haſty. in believing the Reſur- 
N of Cx iST, and yet fully ſatisfied 
OI It. | | 5 


i ; ©) AQs1.3, (e) 1 Cor. I$.6, Ibid, ver. 8. he "EM 
= ſeenof mealſo. 8 | 5.6. (7) L . 
They 


21. (&) ver. 22, 23, 24 (I) ver. 11. 


[67] 


They were Spectators of his Crucifixi- * 
on (g,) and had no Doubt at all of his ex, 
piring on the Croſs (H). But his Reſurrecti- 
on was ſo ſtrange and incredible in their 
Thoughts, that, tho he had often foretold 
it, when the News of it was firſt brought 


them, they knew not how to believe it. The 


two 3 (i,) to whom he appear'd in 


the Way, ſpeak in a manner that looks as if I 


they were juſt giving up their Hopes in him: 
© We truſted that it had been he which © 
« ſhould have redeemed IsRAEL ; but now © 


« we know not what to think or ſay; for 


© alas! the Chief Prieſts and our Rulers : 
deliver d him to be condemned to Death, | 
© and have crucified him; and beſides all 
<« this, to day is the third Day face theſe - 
© things were done, the Day he tix'd for his 


* Riling again, and we ſee nothing of him”, 
Some of the Women indeed had inform'd 
the Diſciples, that hey went to the Sepul- 


chre, and found not the Body of the Lord 


Jesus, and this was confirmed by others: 
he Women alſo aſſured them, that hey 


had ſeen a Viſion of Angels, which ſaid 1 


that he was alice (k). But their Words 


ſeemed unto them as idle Tales, and they 


believed them not (I). And when Thomas 


in particular was told by the reſt of the 


— 


(s) Luk. xxiii. 27, 49. (0) ver. 46, 47, 48. (i) ch. xxiv. 


Apoſtles, 
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x- ] Apoſtles, that hey had ſeen the Lord, he 
ti- was ſo ſhock'd at the Story, that he cry'd 
eir out (and it's natural to ſuppoſe that he 
1d 7? ſpake the Thoughts that many of them had 
ht had before) Except Tſhall ſee in his Hands 
he the Print of the Nails, and put my Finger 
in imo the Print of the Nails, and thruſt my 
if Hands into his Side, Twill not believe (m); 
n: 9. d. © I expe to have the fulleſt Proof 
ch 7 © imaginable of your having ſeen him, or 
w I ſhall conclude that it's only Deluſion.” 
F But at length ſuch was the Evidence of 
2 CarisT's being riſen, that they had no 
Room for any Doubts or Scruples concern- 
ing it; for he ſhew'd himſelf alice to them 
: after his Paſſion by many infallible Proofs, 
3 being ſeen of one or other among them forty 
Day, and ſpeaking of theT hings pertaining 
to the Kingdom of Gop(n.) They did eat pi, 
drin, converſe freely with him after he 
: roſe from the Dead (o); they heard his di- 
vine and raviſhing Diſcourſe ; they ſaw 
him with their Eyes, and /Jooked upon, nar- 
2 rowly view'd and obſerv'd him; and their 
Hands bandled him (p): So that they muſt 
have contradicted the Teſtimony of their 
2 Senſes, if they had not believed that he 
Was riſen, NO a ng fe 


8 
y 6H , 6 
1 
244 


— — 


Vs 4 () John XX. 8 (7) Act i. Jo (o) cb. x. 41. 
3 C) John i. 1. Luk, xxiv. 39. 8 


5. 'Theſs 


ts. 


5. Theſe Witneſſes gave in Evidence 
to the Reſurrection of CHRIST contra- 
ry to their worldly Intereſt, They firſt | 
publiſh'd this Matter at Zeruſalem ; and 
when the Magiſtrates, at the Inſtigation of 
the Mob, ſet on Work by a Company of 
vile Prieſts and other Eccleſiaſticks, had 
crucified Jesus as a Malefactor between 
Thieves, no other could be expected, than : 
that a violent Storm of Rage and Fury 
ſhould fall upon the Perſons who ſhould * 


dare to aſſert, that Gop had made 551 


Innocence appear by railing him from the 


Dead. Accordingly we find that he 
Priefts, the Captain of the Temple, and 


the Sadduces, came upon Tome of theſe 


Witneſſes, and laid Hands on them, and 
put them in Hold; they ſtraitly threaten d 
them (q), and beat them, and com- 
manded them not to ſpeak (r) any more 


of this Matter: And yet, knowing it 


to be Fact, from a Senſe of th:ir Duty to 
Gop and the Lord IEsus, and encouraged 


with the Hopes of the Happineſs promiſed 5 
them in the other World, they boldly bear 
their Teſtimony to it; and no Bonds nor 


Afflictions, nor any of the Things they 
met with from their Enemies, at all mov'd 
them, neither counted they their Lives 
dear, but willingly ſet their Seal to their 


— 


(4) Ads iv, 1, 3. ver. 17, 18. C) ver, 40. 


Teſtimony, } 


ſame time. 


tas) 


| 1 eſtimony, by laying them down in Des 


fence of it. 
If we are to give Credit to his Evidence! 


| who hasno Temptation to ſpeak that which 


is falſe (J), much more are we to give Cre- 
dit to theirs who have all the Temptations 


; in the World to ſpeak otherwiſe than they 


do. And methinks it ſhould be as incredi- 
ble with an Infidel as the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt it ſelf ; that above five hundred Per- 
ſons.; or even 7welve, or fourteen, ſhould 
conſpire together to impoſe upon the World, 
and knowingly to ruin themſelves at the 

10 Alter this it may be needleſs to 
add, 

6. That they were very honeſt Wit- 
neſſes; Perſons of unqueſtionable Sincerity. 
For if they did not act out of Conſcience in 
teſtifying that Chriſt roſe from the Dead, 
they were the moſt arrant Fools; the 


i | greateſt Madmen that ever were, to do this 


and perſiſt .in it; when all the World was 


7 againſt them, and when it was the way to 


make them of all Men the moſt miſerable, 
1 Cor. xv. 19. 

At the Aſcention of Jeſus, an End was 
put to all their Hopes and Expectations We - 
tis making them great and high in 2514 
World ; and then i. it is certain a they = "Tere ve- 
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0 ) — Cen ſint præmia falt 


. Nulla, ratam debet Ms habere Fidem, oi. 
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( 10) | 


ry ſenſible that they had nothing to look F 


for but what he had promiſed to give them | 
in the oher. And what could they expect 


from Chriſt in that other World, if they 


knew that he was ſtill holden of the Bands 


of Death? 


That this is a juſt Repreſentation of the 


Caſe, as it ſtands in the New Teſtament, 1 
there are none will deny. But the Infidels 
© are pleading that this New Teſta- 


< ment is the Work of Chriſtians, and a 
Fable that they have invented to ſerve 


the Cauſe of Chriſtianity ; and we have 
© no Reaſon to receive the Hiſtory of 
< Chriſt's Reſurrection, that the Chriſtians *' 


have given us. 
Now it might, I think, ſuffice to ask, in 


| Anſwer to this, Whois there ſo likely to 


ce give us an Account of the Matter, as the 


« Men who firmly believ'd it, and who 


© look' d upon it as of the utmoſt Impor- 


* tance? And who will ſay that every 


« Friend to a Cauſe does invent Fables to 
© ſerve it? ; 


But give me leave to ſhow that there are 
ſome Circumſtances of the Hiſtory we have 
in the New Teſtament of the Reſurrection 
of Chriſt, that almoſt neceſſarily conſtrain 


thoſe whoattend to them to believe it. For, 


Firſt, It is ſomething that St. Paul gives 


us an Account of this Fact in a Letter to a 
| Church in which there were ſeveral Secs 


and 


_— 
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and Parties, and where he had his Enemies ; 


and makes it an Argument againſt the 


Doctrine received among them, that there 
was 0 Reſurrettion of the Dead (t). 
There were Contentions (u) in the Church 


of Corinth, Enzyings, Strife, and Diviſi- 


ons (w), One ſaid Iam of Paul, and ano- 


ther, Tam of Apollos ; ſome were calling 


in Queſtion St. Paul's Apoſtolical Authori- 
ty (x). And where Contentions run high, 


it is often ſeen that, without any Regard 
to the common Cauſe, Men are for taking 
all Advantages againſt thoſe they are oppo- 
7 ſing. And how may we think would the 
Enemies of St. Paul have expos d him, up- 
on his telling ſo ſtrange a Story as this; 


that Feſus roſe again from the Dead, if 


there had been no Truth at all in it! 


Our Apoſtle was brought up at the feet 
of Gamaliel (y), a Man in conſiderable 


Reputation among the People (2); and we 
may infer from his own Writings, that he 
> was himſelf of extraordinary Parts and 
Learning: But allowing him to have had 


but the common Underſtanding of Men, is 


ti to be imagined that he would talk to his 


very Enemies of the Reſurrection of Jeſus, 


z and make that an Argument againſt the 


— 


1 8 1 


| (t) 1 Cor. xv. 12, 13. (a) 1 Ep. i. 11. (w) Ch. ni. 
3. 4. (x) Ch. ix. 2 Ep. Ch. x, xi, xii, (5) Acts xxii. 


3. (7) Ch. v. 34. 1 
C 2 Notion 


[ 12 ] ed 

Notion fome of them had, Hat there was. | 
no Refurrection, when he was not able to 
make out the Fact? What Conduct coud 
diſcover greater Weakneſs and Folly than 
Corinth was a rich and populous City, 
very much reſorted to by the Jews, and 
had there been no Truth in what the Apo- 
ſtle ſaid of the Witneſſes of Chriſt's Reſur:- 
rection, it had been the eaſieſt thing of a 
Thouſand to have prov'd that it was falſe: 
And then, what a Condition had he been 
ö in! How would his Enemies have inſulted 
il him! And what had become of the Chri- 
lil ſtian Religion he was every where for per- 
0 ſwading Men to receive! For this, he ven- 
tures upon this ſingle Point, The Reſurre- 1 
| | h | 


— be wp wp It Sons le, 


i at ku. oa 


Ml ion of Chriſt. - 
9 *! Secondly, It gives the Account we hav 
þ 
| 


leaſt the Air of a true Hiſtory, that it is fo 
very particular as to Time, and Place, and 
other Circumſtances. For it tells us, that 
| jeſus roſe from the Dead the third Day, 
| deginning with that of his Crucifixion (a) 
that it was early in the Morning, on tile 
firſt Day of the Week (5) ; that this memo- 
rable Fact was done when Pontius Pilate | 
was Governour of Zudea (c, when Caia- 


l of this Matter in the New Teſtament at 
| 


n 


= 9 : — 


7 (a) I Cor. xv. 4 (d) Mat. xxviii. (c) Mat. xxvii & 
{ N £1} 


7 


ah STR Pas 


1 


the Paſſover (g | 
than ordinary Concourſe of People there (4) 
from all Parts of Zudea, and the neigh- 
bouring Countries (i). N 
And here it ought to be remark'd, that 
F they who liv'd in the Time when the Hi- 
2 ſtories of . Chriſt's Reſurrection were writ- 
ten, and particularly that of St. Paul (þ), 
2 were not ſent back to any far diſtant Age; 
nor to ſome remote and obſcure Corner of 
the Earth, to ſearch whether it was Fact; 
No, © it was done (ſays the Apoſtle (J)) 
e in the preſent Age, and Hundreds are 
2 © now alive, who can witneſs to the Truth 
F of it. There were many Jews at Co- 
2 rinth, for they had a Synagogue there, be- 
fore ever Paul was among them (n). And 
he tells them of what was done in their 
# native Country, to the Affairs of which 
there's no Reaſon to think that they were 
Strangers; and he appeals to /iving Mit- 
noeſſes for the Truth of what he ſaid. Cer- 
2 tainly this is very far from the Appearance 
2 ofa Fable. 


| 1 
s pbas was the High Prieſt (4), and when 
Herod was Tetrarch of Galilee (e), and 
Ijuſt without the Gates of JFeruſalem (f), a 
very populous City, and at the Time of 


), When there was a more 


** 
* 


(4) John xviii. 13. (e) Luke xxiii. 7. (J) Heb. xiii. 


3 12. (g) Mat. xxvi. 17, &c. (Þ) Deut. xvi. 16. (i) John 
ü. 20, (4) 1 Cor. xv. (1) Fer. 6. () Acts xvii, | 
5 2 Beſides, 


T1] } 

Beſides, the ſacred Hiſtorians give us ſe- 
veral other Circumſtances relating to this 
Matter, which, if falſe, muſt be known to 
be fo, by the Enemies, as well as Friends 2 
of Chriſtianity, For they give us the Names 
of the Perſons, who took care of Chriſt's t 
Burial, Men of Note, Joſeph of Arima- i 
thea, a rich Man (u), and an honourable * 
Counſellor, who went in boldly unto Pilate, * 
and craved the Body of Jeſus (o); and 
l Nicodemus (p), a Man of the Phariſees, * 
Wit a Ruler of the Fews (q). And they tell us * 
lj of his being /aid in a Garden in anew S. 
| pPpuulobre, hewn out of a Rock (v), nigh the ©? 
| lh Place where he was crucified (s) : And 
| that 2 Stone was rolled unto the Door of 
Wil the Sepulchre (t), and a Watch ſet to mae 
hill it ſure, by Order from the Governour, at 
ll the Deſire of the chief Prieſts and Phariſces, 
| that the World might not be impoſed on 
| by a ſham Reſurrection (u). They alſo 
add, that when Chriſt roſe from the Dead, 
there was a great Earthquake, that the 
Angel of the Lord deſcended from Heaven, 
yr. came and rolled back the Stone fromthe 
Door of the Sepulchre, and ſat upon it; 
that bis Countenance was like Lightning, * 
and bis Raiment white as Sow, and that 
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: | (n) Mat. xxvii. $7. (o) Mark xv. 43. 75 ] ohn Nix. _ 1 
(2) Ch. iii. 1. (Y) Mark xv. 46. (s) John xix. 41, 2. 
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1 25 | 
is Sor Fear of him the Keepers did ſhake and 
Became as dead Men(w), and that 7 
went into the City, and ſhewed the chief 
s Prieſts all the things that were done : And 


ſt's that the chief Prieſts call'd a Council upon 


it, in which it was reſolv'd to give a conſi- 
derable Sum of Money to the Souldiers, to 
report that the Diſciples of Jeſus came by 
Nigbt, and flole him away while they 
ſſept; and that this was commonly reported 
among the Fews at the Time when the Hi- 
ſtory of the Reſurrection was publiſh'd (x). 
lt muſt certainly be the higheſt Degree of 
Impudence and Folly imaginable, to relate 
ſuch Circumſtances as theſe that have been 
mentioned, if there had been no Truth at 
all in them. 
liſts have obſerv'd, is to give us every mate- 
rial Circumſtance of Chriſt's Reſurrection, 
2 which it might be 1 a curious Perſon 
would deſire to be informed in, altho', if 
MVatters were not as they have repreſented 
them, 
ſenſible of it. And this to me is a conſide- 
rable Argument that they are not to be 
numbred among fabulous and legendary 
Writers. | 5 


But the Method the Evange- 


Enemies as well as Friends muſt be 


Thirdly, Such Facts as are not to be 


1 queſtioned prove the Truth of the Hiſtory 


» 
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c) Mat, xxviii.2— f. (x) Ver. 116. 
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of Chriſt's Reſurrection. To inſtance - in 


but two. 


Firſt, The filling the Witneſſes of it with 
the Holy Ghoſt, ſo that they. ſpake with 
other Tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
Utterance (y). If this were ſo, it is cer- 
tain that Chriſt roſe from the Dead. 
For by this means the Hol Y GrosT, 7 
as St. Peter obſerves (>), was a Witneſs 
of this Fact, that is, in the Language 
of the Writer to the Hebrews, Cod him- 
feif bears Witneſs to it (a). He has aſ- 
ſured us, that the Witneſſes of Chriſt's Re- 
ſurrection have not impoſed upon us, ha- 
ving by his own Teſtimony confirmed 
theirs. Beſides, the Reaſoning of the Apo- 
ſtle Peter is very juſt ; This Feſus hath © 
God raiſed up, whereof we all are Wit- * 
neſſes, therefore being by the right Hand of 
God exalted, and having received of the 
_ Father the Promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, he 


1 uns inen, @a . a a Wo 1 


| bath ſhed forth this which you now ſee ant 
hear (Y). q. d. What Chriſt hath actu- 


cc ally done, fince his Reſurrection and 
« Aſcention, in thus filling us with the 


« Holy Ghoſt, proves that he is both riſen j 


cc and aſcended. 


— 


O Ads ii. (z) Acts v. 32. We are bis Witneſſes of theſe ö 
ehings, and ſo is alſo the Holy Oboſt. (a) Heb. ii. 4. (5) Acts 4 
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3 of Chriſtianity, 


(is) 


I am ſenſible that the Account of this 


Natter makes a part of the New Teſtament 
Hiſtory; and it may at firſt reading ſeem 
very improper to go about to prove one 

part of that Hiſtory by another part of the 
fame: But it ought to be obſerv'd, that zhis 
we are ſpeaking of, the Apoſtles being fill 4 
. 3 wwith the Holy Ghoft, which neceſſarily in- 
fers the Reſurrection of Chriſt, was ſo 
very publick as well as wonderful a thing, 
according to the Relation given of it by 
the ſacred Hiſtorian, that allowing him 
to have been he Friend of Cbriſtiani- 
%, and to have written his Hiſtory of 
7 Chriſt's Reſurrection to this end, 7hat we 
might believe that Feſus is the Chriſt, the 
Son of God, and that believing we might 
Bade Life thro his Name (c); and allow- 
ing him to have had but common Senſe, it is 
not to be imagin'd that he would have re- 
corded this as Fact, if it had not really 
been Fact. Read over the Story as it 
ſtands in the ſecond Chapter of the Acts of 
tbe Apoſiles, and then ſay whether you can 
really think that on Suppoſition of its being 
2 falſe, St. Luke would have related it, to 
confirm what was ſaid of the Reſurrection 
of Chriſt, and ſo ſtrengthen the Foundation 


— 
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00 John xx. 31. 
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The Story is this; © That at ſuch a par- 
te ticular Time, at Jeruſalem, about an 
« bundred and twenty Perſons (d), being 
« in one Place, there ſuddenly came a 
« Sound from Heaven, as of a ruſhin 

« mighty Wind, which filled all the Houſe 
ce where they were ſitting, and there ap- 
e pear d unto them cloven Tongues, like as 
% Fire, and ſat upon each of them; and 
c they were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 
and began to ſpeak with other Tongues, 
© than thoſe which they had learned, as 
« the Spirit gave them Utterance (e); And 
« whenthis was noiſed abroad, the Multi- 
tude came together; and there were dwel- 
ling at that time, at Jeruſalem, Jets, de- 
« out Men, out of about fifteen different 
Nations, and they ſpake to every Man 
of them in his Mother Tongue the won- 
ce derful Works of God. (F) The People be- 
ing very much amazed at this, and not 
knowing the Meaning of it (g); and 
* ſome among them being ſo filly, as to 
<« ſay, that it was the Effect of new Nins (H), 
_ © one of theſe inſpired Perſons takes upon 
© him to account for it (i), and tells the 
* Auditory among other things, that God 
« bad raiſed up Jeſus (, (whom the 
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(4) Acts i. 15. (e) Ass ii. 1— 5. (H) Ver. 5—12. 
O Fer. 12. () Per. 13. (i) Ver. 14. (I) Ver. 24. 
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( 19) 
“ ſews had crucified) that they all were 
« Witneſſes of his Reſurrection (I); and 
that he being by the right Hand of God 


« exalted, had ſhed forth that which they 


« {aw and beard (m). And, in ſhort, 
ce this found ſo much Credit, that about 
« three Thouſand readily embraced Chri- 


e ſtianity (). 


If this had been 4 Romance every body 


at Feruſalem muſt have known it, and who 


ſees not, that inſtead of confirming what 
was faid about the Reſurrection of Chriſt, 
it had made ht alſo to have paſs d for a 
Romance, and ſo at once had overthrown 


Chriſtianity 2 And ſince St. Lake could 
not but be ſenſible of theſe Conſequences, 


I can't imagine that he would have been ſo 
weak as to have related it, if it had not 
been Fact. And remember we have ſhown 


that if this was Fact, Chriſt's Reſurrection 


was ſd too. 
We may therefore, L think, with Rea- 
ſon, make Uſe of this Matter, to anſwer as 


ſhrewd an Objection, it may be, as any 


the Enemies of Chriſtianity have ever 


brought againſt the New Teſtament Hiſto- 


ry of Chriſt's Reſurrection. The Ob jection 
ſtands thus : © Who ever ſaw Chriſt after 
* his ſuppos d Reſurrection 2 None but 
Friends to the Cauſe, and they are too 
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(1) Fer, 32, (m) Ver. 33. (un) Ver. 41. ONE. 
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(20) 
much Parties for us to receive their Te- 
ſtimony. Had he appear'd to Pilate, or 
the chief Prieſts and Sori bes, who put 
him to Death, or to any other of his no- 
* ted Enemies, and had they left it upon 
* Record, that he was riſen from the Dead, 
_ © we ſhould have believ'd it: But you 
* muſt excuſe us, if we do not give Credit 
* to ſuch a ſtrange Story as this, when it is 
* not ſo much as pretended that any be- 
ce ſides the Friends and Followers of Jeſus 
<< were Witneſſes of his being riſen; no, 
ce at this rate we ſhall put it into the Pow- 
« er of wicked and deſigning Men to im- 
ce poſe upon us as they pleaſe. ” Io this it 
might be anſwer d, That Saul was juſt 
* ſuch a Perſon as the Objection calls for, 
« anoted and a bitter Enemy of Chriſt (o); 
ce and that he has left it upon Record that 
« Chriſt was ſeen of him after his Paſſi- 
on (); and he fo firmly believ'd his 
* Reſurrection from the Dead, as to ven- 
ce ture his All in this Life and the other 
* upon it (4). But the Anſwer to the Ob- 
jection I was ſpeaking of is this. 

« Suppoſing it be granted, that none but 
ce the Friends of Chriſt were Witneſſes of 
E his being riſen, yet we may be very ſure 
S that they have not imposd on us; for if 
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L 21 ] | 
ce what we are told of their being fill'd 
« with the Holy Ghoft, and ſpeaking with 


cc other Tongues, be true, it is certain that 


« he is riſ'n, and as to this, the Enemies 
cc as well as Friends of Chriſt were Wit- 
<« neſſes of it. Is it imagined that the ſa- 
« cred Hiſtorians, with Safety to them- 
<« ſelves and their Cauſe, might ſpeak of 
c Chriſt's being riſen from the Dead, be- 
& cauſe their Enemies could not confute 
« their Story, and their Friends would 
© not ; yet the like can't be ſaid of the A- 


1 « poſtles and others being filled with the 


* Holy G@hoft, and ſpeaking on a ſudden 


« various Languages; It muſt be known 


c to every body at Feruſalem, whether 
© this were true or falſe : if falſe, St. Luke 
“ was no Friend to Chriſtianity, or diſco- 
4 vered the moſt egregious Folly in record- 
« ing it; But if true, Chriſt roſe from the 
« Dead, as is related in the New Teſta 

SF - 3 

Secondly, The ſpreading of Chriſtianity 
in the World proves the Truth of this Hi- 
ſtory. That there was ſuch a Perſon as Je- 
ſus, and that he was crucified by the Jews, 
now near ſeventeen Hundred Years ago, 
we have as much Reaſon to believe, as 
that there was ſuch a Perſon as Julius Cæ- 
ſar, and that he was murder'd at Rome in 
the Senate. And I ſcarce think there are 


any will deny, that there have been Chri- 


ſtians, 


3 [ 22 ] I 
fiians, and conſiderable Numbers of them; | 
all along from the Time of Jefus to our 
own. And as to theſe Chriſtians, it is cer- 
tain that they have ever made hig one Ar- 
ticle of their Creed, that Chriſt roſe again 

the third Day; nay, that, whatever Diſ- 
putes there have been among them about 
other Matters, they have generally agreed 
to look on his as a fundamental Poir t. 
It is alſo certain, that they ſet apart the 
firſt Day of the Week for the Worſhip of 
God, becauſe they believ'd that that was 
the Day of Chriſt's riſing from the Dead, 
whereas the ſeventh was the Jewiſh Sab- 
bath. Now, I muſt own, I am utterly at 
a Loſs to account for theſe Things, upon 
Suppoſition that the Reſurrection of Chriſt 
was not a Fact well atteſted, FF 
If Chriſt be net riſen, (ſays the Apoſtle) 
then is our Preaching vain, and your Faith 
25 alſo vain. And, indeed, if this had been 
the Caſe, nothing in the World had been 
more filly than the Apoſtles preaching Chri- 

ftianity, and the Peoples believing it. 
How ridiculous, to go about to perſwade 
the World to receive and obey one, as 
their great Lord and Maſter, who was open- 
ly crucified, as a vile Malefactor, between 
Thieves, and one, who never could find 
any Means to get clear of that Load of In- 
famy thrown upon him by his Enemies! 
The Apoſtles muſt have perſwaded Men, 
on ea that 
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[ 23 ] 
that Chriſt's Innocence was manifeſted by 
the raiſing him from the Dead, or they 
could not, poſſibly, have made any Con- 
verts. 5 FAD 
And is it to be thought, that the People 
were ſuch Fools, as without any good E- 


vidence, to believe what they ſaid of this 


Matter? No, The Age in which all this is 
ſaid to have been ated, was as polite as 
the preſent Age. Learning was then car- 
ried to a conſiderable Height. Chriſtianity 
had its Enemies in thoſe Times, as well as 
in theſe, and no leſs ingenious in finding 
out, and managing Objections againſt it. - 
But, by ſome Means or other, Chriſtia- 
nity ſpread it ſelf, and took ſuch deep Root 
in the Hearts of Thouſands, in various 
Countries, and even at Rome, the then 
Head-City in the World, that Men chear- 
fully went through the greateſt Difficulties 
for its ſake ; and willingly ſuffered Bonds, 
and Impriſonment, and all manner of Tor- 
tures, nay, Death it ſelf, rather than let go 
the Profeſſion of this Faith. Give me leave 
to ſay it again, it had not been thus, un- 
leſs they had been perſwaded that Chriſt 
roſe from the Dead. And we may chal- 
lenge the Infidels to ſhew how it was poſ- 
ſible for the firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity to 
have perſwaded Men of this, on Suppoſition 
that the Hiſtory of Chriſt's ReſurreRion in 
the New 'Tcſtament was a Fable. 
2 | 
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It is unreaſonable here to object, That 
ce if Belief be an Argument on one fide, it 
© is ſo on the other; and that if we come 
« to a Pole, in order to determine by the 
4 moſt Voices, in the Age of the Apoſtles, 
«© whether Chriſt was raiſed from the 
© Dead, it will certainly be carried in the 
« Negative againſt the Chriſtians, For 
the Love of the preſent World, a Fondneſs 
for its Pleaſures, its Riches and its Honours, 
together with the Veneration that Men had 
for the Religion, or Superſtition of their 


Fathers, which, as Experience ſhews, they 


are hardly brought to give up, could not 


fail to furniſh them in thoſe Times with 


numberleſs "Temptations to be ſlighty in 
their Enquiry into the Story of Chriſt's Re- 
ſurrection, and, if poſſible, not to judge, 
or, at leaſt, not act, according to the Evi- 
dence there was of its Truth. And, when 
this was the Caſe, as it certainly was, that 
ſo few believed, and acknowledged the 
Reſurre&ion of Chriſt, and became Chriſti- 


ans upon it, is only an Argument of the 


great Power of Paſſun and Prejudice; and 


it is, to me, a plain Token of the clear and 


full Proof of this Fact. that there were ſo 
many. But enough has been ſaid on this 


Firſt General. I proceed to ſhew, 


'SzconDLy, That Chriſt's Reſurrection is 
a ſufficient Proof of the Truth of My 
8 nd 


of a. 5... 
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And this I think will appear from conſider- 
ing the following things. Be.” 

Firſt, That it was the Work of God. If 
the Reſurrection of Chriſt be not the Work 
of God, a Work wrought immediately by 
him, it muſt be the Work of ſome other 


good and holy Being above us, or of one 


who is evil and wicked. It will do the 
Cauſe of Infidelity no Service, to ſay that 


it was the Work of the former. For a 


good and holy Being muſt be ſuppoſed to 
have acted in this as God's Miniſter that 
did his Pleaſure, and God by giving him a 
Commiſhon to have raiſed Chriſt, would 
have as much confirm'd his Doctrine as if 
his Reſurre&ion had been his own immedi- 
meWwork © %ͤ — 
Or, if we may ſuppoſe, which I ſee no 
Reaſon at all for ſuppoſing, that ſuch a 
Being as we are ſpeaking of rais'd Chriſt 
from the Dead, without any Orders from 
God, ſtill the Caſe is the fame as to the 
Truth of Chriſtianity, for it's contrary to 
the Nature of ſuch a Being to impoſe upon 
us, and by ſuch an Act to confirm Bis Do- 
ctrine and Miſſion, who was no other than 


a Deceiver. It is true, Chriſtianity has a 


natural Tendency to promote the Holineſs 
and Happineſs of Mankind, and on this Ac- 
count it agrees with the Character of a good 
and holy Being to recommend it to the 
World: But it is far from agreeing with 


. bi 


= 7 
his Character to confirm a Lie, or recom» 
mend that as Truth which is Falſhood aud 
Inpoſture. And when Chriſt declar'd that 
the Doctrine he taught was not his own ; 
but his that ſent him; if this had been 
falſe, the raiſing him from the Dead to gain 


Credit to his Declaration, had been no o- 
ther than confirming a Lie, and impoſing 
upon the World in the groſſeſt manner. 
As to the eil and wicked Beings, whoſe 
Power may go beyond ours, what Ends 
could any one of them propoſe to himſelf in 
raiſing Chriſt from the Dead, when the 
Deſign of his coming into the World was 
| evidently to deſtroy their Work, and over- 
throw their Empire, and when his Reſur- 
rection muſt needs be of conſiderable Ser- 
vice to his Cauſe ? 3 
The chief Prieſts and Phariſees are re- 
preſented (7) as fearing. leſt it ſhould be 
85 out and believed that Jeſus was riſen 
rom the Dead. And how natural is this! 
For he had done a great deal to bring them 
into Contempt among the People, by ex- 
poſing their wicked and hypocritical, their 
covetous and ambitious Practices. And 
when, to their other Crimes they had add- 
ed this, the crucifying Chriſt, they might 
REY, conclude, that his Reſurrection would 
e the Means of fixing the blackeſt Chara- 


(r) Mat. xxvii. 64. | . 
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(WW) 
er upon them; and yet, we may as well 
think that theſe very Perſons, the bittereſt 
of Chriſt's Enemies, among the Jews, would 


have raiſed him from the Dead, if it had 


been in their Power, as that the Devils 
would have done this. 5 
We may ealily aceount for what the 
Scripture tells us (S), that Satan enter d 
into Jupas, and that He, being fill'd with 
the cruel Fiend, went his way and commu- 


ned with the chief Prieſts and Captains, 


how he might betray Jeſus unto them. For 
it is agreeable to the Nature of the Enemy 
of Mankind, to inſtigate a vile Perſon to 


feek his Death, who Dent mn doing 


8 
good, and healing all that were oppreſſed 
of the Devil (t); and who, in many In- 
ſtances, had delivered both the Souls, and 


Bodies of Men from his Power and I yran- 


ny. But we muſt ſuppoſe the Devil to be 
the very Reverſe of what he is, to imagine 


that he himſelf would go about to raiſe 
Chriſt to Life again, _ 


I might add, that as to all created Beings, | 
whatever their natural Power may be, it is 
certain that they can do no more than Gop 
pleaſes ; and it is not to be thought that he 
would ſuffer any of them to impoſe ſo far 
upon us, as to raiſe an Impoſtor, and De- 
ceiver from the Dead, and thereby bring 
(s) Luke xxii. "WY (t) Acts ro. 38. 

E 2 us, 


. { 28 ] 

bs, I was going to ſay, under an abſolute 
Neceſſity of receiving him as one ſent of- 
Gop. For by this means Gop would put 
himſelf out of a Capacity of aſſuring us, by 
his own Works, that any Perſon is ever 
ſent of him. I would obſerve, 5 
Secondly, That Chriſt ſoretold his Reſur- 
rection, and as a Sign or Token of his ha- 
ving all that Authority that he claim d; He 

above thirty tinies Uays Dr. Allix (u)) 
foretells bis Sufferings and Death. And 
he ſeldom foretold his Death without fore- | 
telling his Reſurrection. That he had ſpo- 
ken plainly of this, and fix d the Day for it, 
was known to his Enemies: For the chief | 
| Prieſts and Phariſees ſaid to Pilate (, 
Sir, wwe remember that that Deceiver ſaid, 
while he was yet alive, after three Days 
1 will riſe again: It may be they had had 
ſome Hints of the Converſation that paſs d 
between Jeſus and his Diſciples upon this 
Subject; or, which I rather think, they 
ſpeak thus with an eye to Chriſt's Diſcourſe 
with certain of the Scribes and Phariſees, | 
which St. Matthezv relates, Ch. xii. 38—42. 
and with the Phariſees and Sadduces, which 
the ſame Evangeliſt gives us an Account of, 
Ch. xvi. 1-—5. From which Places we 
find that they came to Chriſt deſiring to ſee 


1 


(1) Reflections on the New Teſtament, ch. xi. (w) Mat. | 


a 


Xxvu. 63. 
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@ Sign from him, a Sign from Heaven, to 
aſſure them of his being really ſent of Gop, 
and that upon this he refers them to his Re- 
ſurrection, as fully anſwering all the Pur- 
poſes of the Sign that they deſired; telling 
them, that as Jonas was three Days and 


three Nights in the Whale's Belly, ſo the 


Son of Man ſhould be three Days and three 

Nights in the Heart of the Earth, Mat. 

X11. 40. BON 
Some may think that this Prediction was 


not exactly fulfill d; Chriſt having lain in 


the Grave but two Nights, one whole Day, 
and a part of two other Days: But this 
Difficulty will vaniſh, if we obſerve that 
by three Days and three Nights we are to 
underſtand three natural Days, each con- 
ſiſting of twenty four Hours; and that the 
Jews began this natural Day in the Even- 
ing (x) ; and that hat is ſaid by them to 
be done in three Days and three Nights 


| (that is, in three natural Days) which be- 
gins in any part of the firſt, and ends in any 


part of the third Day (y). And it is plain, 
that the chief Prieſts and Phariſees thus un- 


derſtood the Words of Feſus : for they on- 


ly requeſted of Pilatè that bis Sepulchre 
might be made ſurè until the third Day (s); 
and had no 'Thought at all of his lying in 


(x) Gen. i. 5. The Evening and the Morning were the firſs 
Day. So ver, 8, &. () Vid. Whitby in Mat, xi. 49. 
Mark viii. 31, (z) Mat. Xii. 64 5. AR 
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the Grave the Night following to accom- 
pliſh his own Prediction. * 

There is no Reaſon to ſpeak (with a 
late Author ()) of Jonas's lying three 
Days and three Nights in the Whale's Belly, 
and then coming out of it, as an Allegory 
of Chriff's lying in the Grave, and of his 
Reſurrection; or to repreſent Jeſus or his 
Apoſtles as arguing from it. The moſt that 
can truly be ſaid is this, that there is a Si- 
militude in the two Caſes, eſpecially as to 
the Sign. For as Fonas's miraculous Ef- 
cape, after he had been ſo long in the 
Whale's Belly, was a Sign to the Nine- 
eites, aſſuring them that Gop had really 
charg'd him with the Meſſage that he deli- 
vered to them; ſo xh Reſurrection of Chriſ# 
from the Dead, after he had been ſo long 
in the Grave, was to be look d upon (and 

with much more Reaſon) as a Sign, not 
only to the Fews, but the zwhole World, 
of Chriſt's being ſent of God, and that his 
Doctrine, as he ſaid (b), was his that ſent 
Him. And we cannot eaſily lay a greater 

ſtreſs upon the Reſurrection of Chriſt, than 
he himſelf laid ; or than the Matter will 
bear. For it evidently follows from what 
_ has been Aid. 


n 


(a) vid. Diſcourſe of the Grounds and Reaſons, &c. p. 10, 
11 93, 94. (b) John vii. 16. 


Thirdly, 


3 1 
Thirdly, That TM! Reſurrection was 
the Accompliſhment of his own Predictions, 
and conſequently proves him to be a Pro- 
phet. Prophecy is repreſented by the Au- 
thor I juſt now quoted (c), as the beſt Foun- 
dation on Which to build any Religion: 
And he expreſly tells us, that Prophecies 
delivered in an inſpired Book, are, when 
fulfilled, ſuch as may be juſtly deemed ſure 
and demonſtrative Prof. And ſince the 
Prophecies being deliver d by an inſpired 


Perſon, viva voce, makes not the leaſt Al- 


teration in the Argument, the Reſurrection 
of Chriſt being a fulfilling of his Prophecies, 
is juſtly to be deem'd a ſure and demonſtra. 


tive Proof of the Truth of Chriſtianity. And 
a it alſo follows, | Od 


Fourthly, That Chriſt's Reſurrection is 


| God's Teſtimony to Chriſt's Doctrine and 


Miſſion. 
It has been prov'd to be the Work of 
Gop ; and when Chriſt, upon his Enemies 
calling in queſtion his Authority, refer'd 
them to his Reſurrection, as a Sign or Proof 
of it, what could God have done mote 
to have aſſured the World, that he had gi- 


ven unto Chriſt all the Authority that he 
claimed, than to raiſe him again to Life, 


exactly org to his own Prediction, 
the third Day from his being crucified, 
— * — 3 | — | 

. 
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dead 


dead, and buried ? If this be not God's ſet- 
ting his Seal to all that Chriſt deliver'd in 


his Name, I know not what can be ſaid to 


be fo. 


Should a Perſon come to us, and ſpeak |} 


in the manner that our Saviour ſpake to the 
Jews, in the Places above-mentioned (4), 
Lou queſtion whether I am ſent of God, 

& as I fay that I am, and whether the Do- 
©. Erine I have taught you be from him; 
© and you deſire me to give you ſome in- 


cc fallible Token of the Truth of all this, I 


© readily agree to do it. I ſhall not indeed 
“ ſo far comply with your Requeſt, as to 
& give you the $72n from Heaven that you 
cc ask, but the Token I fix on is this, Put 
« me to Death, and in three Days IT will 
« riſe again (e): Should a Perſon, I ſay, 
come and ſpeak to us in this manner, who 
of us, I beſeech you, would not readily 
anſwer ? © Make your Word good, and 
« we have enough. We deſire nothing fur 
* ther for our Satisfaction. For this we 
are very ſure of, that you can never riſe 
from the Dead, unleſs God pleaſes. And 
cither He himſelf muſt bring you to Life 
again; or He muſt empower, or ſuffer 
© ſomemighty Being or other to do it. And 


cc 


6 


this Temple, and in three Days I will raiſe it up, John ii. 19. 
compar'd with Mark xiv. 358. 
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« fince you make your Reſurrection the 
« Sign of your coming from God; and 
e ſince conſequently it muſt be look'd up- 
on as an Aſſurance given to the World, 


| © that you are a Prophet, and as God's 
| < Teſtimony and Sealing to the Truth of 


* what you ſay, unleſs it be really Truth, 
* 1t can never enter into our Thoughts that 
« God will raiſe you from the Dead, or 
< empower, or ſuffer others to do it; for 
© what would his doing this be, but the 
ce bringing us under a Neceſſity of recei- 
ce ving an Impoſtor, or rejecting all whom 
ce he may at any time ſend tous. For the 
« raiſing of a Perſon from the Dead, is a 
© thing ſo very extraordinary and miracu- 
<« lous, that we can never think that God 
« will do a greater Work in Confirmation 
« of any one's Miſſion. We therefore wil- 
« lingly leave the Diſpute between us upon 
* this Iſſue: Do but make good your Word 
ce jn riſing from the Dead, and we agree to 
o 1 
What can be more natural than ſuch 
Thoughts! Such Reaſoning as this! Since 
therefore this was actually the Caſe in the 
Diſpute between Chriſt and his Enemies; 
ſince upon their calling his Authority in 
queſtion, he ſpake to them, and it's natural 
to ſuppoſe that they anſwer'd him, in the 
manner that has been repreſented, upon 
Suppoſition that the Sign he ſpake of was 
1 — given 


340 
given them, md that according to his Word 
he was raiſed from the Dea Which yas 
certainly Fact, there's no room for 11 2 0 
jo&ion againſt the Truth of Chriſtianity. 

I ſhall put an End to this Part, 
Diſcourſe Win a remarkabl able Paſſage fom 
a noted Writer 85 

THERE was about fix hundred Years ago. 
a certain Je called El David, who gave 
out. that he was Chriſt, and drew a great 
many Proſelytes after * which he 
was apprehended and bre e an A- 
rabian Prince, who asked abs what Mira. 
cle he could do, to convince him that he 
was not an Impoſter. To which he an- 
ſwer d © Sir, cut off my Head, andi in a 

<« little Time you ſhall ſee me live again; 

Which he ſaid to prevent ſome greater: Tor- 
ments Which he fear d would be inflicted an 
him for deluding the People. Wh 

the Prince replied, © A greater Sign t a 
© this thou _—_ not give, and therefore if 
ce after I have beheaded thee, thou reco- 
vereſt to Life again, both 1 and all my 
People, and all the World ſure will ac-- 
5 knowledge thee to be a Meſſenger from 
© God”: And preſently, he commanded: 
him to be beheaded, and there: was.an End 
of the Cheat ; and ſo there would doubt- 
leſs have been of the Chriſtian Religion, if 


— — — 
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Jeſs had got been raiſed from the Dead; 


fbr he Aid , 4 this EI David did; 


* Kill me, if eB and when you 
« Have 4080 8. you ſhall e 1 will No 
© gain; and «RA this 1 ſake all the Cre- 


« dit of my Doctrine *. And therefore, 


ſince it ha to paſs according to his 


Mord, we have all the Reaſon in THe World 
to reſblve with that Aribinn Prince to be- 
Tires and arbnprpirdge him to be ſent from 
Cod. For if there be a God that loves 
 Sinterity and Truth, as we are ſure there is, 
we ito e — ſute he will not conſpire 
with an or to cheat and delude the 


World ; Is yet this he muſt have done, 
had Jeſus denn a Deceiver, when he ful- | 
filled this miraculous Sign of his Reſurre- 


ion, upon which he ſuſpended all the Cre- 
Mit of his Doctrine. 80 that now we have 


the ſame Certainty of the Truth of our 
Faith, as we have of the Truth of our 
Knowledge, for the Truth of our Knozw- 
ledge ſuppoſes that there is a God whoſe 


Goodneſs will not ſuffer us to be deterred 


in thoſe things which we clearly apprehend, 


and the Truth of our Faith ſuppoſes that 


there is a God whoſe Goodneſs will not ſuf- 
fer him to deceive us in ſuch things as he 


hath given us ſufficient Reaſon to believe ; 
for he who gives me a ſufficient Reaſon to 
believe a falſe Propoſition, is guilty of ſe- 


aucing me into a falſe Belief: And therefore 
F 2 lince 
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Sad. 


fince God in raiſing Chriſt from the Dead 
hath given us a 46 Argument to in- 

duce us to believe that he ſent him, it ne- 
ceſſarily follows, either that he did ſend 
him, or that he is guilty of deceiving and 


abufing us. F 

I ſhall make but one Inference from what 
has been ſaid, and it is this, Since the Truth 
of Chriſtianity is ſufficiently proved ; all the 
Dottrines Chrift hath taught us, whetber 
by himſelf, or thoſe whom he bath ſent, are 


undoubtedly true. This Inference is too na- 


tural to require any Proof. And, indeed, 
I ſhould not have taken notice of it, were it 


not that People are apt to ſatisfy themſelves 
with the Name of Chriſtians, and a ſort of 
Belief of Chriſtianity in the groſs, without 


entring into the Detail of its Doctrines. 


And as this is a Fault very common among 
Men, fo oftentimes fatal in its Conſequence. 
For by this means their Belief of Chriſtia- 


nity hath no manner of Influence upon them, 
and does them no Service. 5 
That this may not be our Caſe, we ſhould 
do well to look over the ſeveral Doctrines 
of our holy Religion, and to apply this ge- 


neral Proof of its Truth to each of them in 


particular, ſaying within our ſelves concern- 


ing one and another, © Since Chriſtianity 
js thus proved tobe the Doctrine of God, 


“ hi is likewiſe his Doctrine, and conſe- 


* quently true; and tho there may be this 


I i 


| knowledging as its Doctrines. 


— [7] 
cc or that Objection lying againſt it, Iknow 
ce not well what to ſay to; tho my Rea- 


< ſon may not ſerve to comprehend how it 
© can be, yet, ſince it is ſo fully prov'd,. I 
< ought to receive it, and ſubmut to the di- 


« vine Authority, 7 
Thus, I think, we ſhould be reaſoning 


with reſpect to the great Myſtery of Godhi- 
ness, Gov manifeſt in the Fleſh, to whom be 
Glory both now and for ever ; with what- 


ever elſe is revealed in the New 'Teſtament 
concerning the Lord Jeſus. And the like 
may be. ſaid of all that we read therein a- 
bout the Holy Spirit and his Operations; 
the Fore-knowledge and Decrees of God ; 
the State of Man both by Nature and Grace; 
the Method God has taken for our Juſtifi- 


cation, Gc. 


And it ought to be particularly obſery'd, 


\ that we are thus to reaſon concerning the 


Doctrine of the Reſurrection of the Dead, 
the Judgment to come, and the awful Cir- 
cumſtances thereof; the Life after this, that 
eternal Happineſs and everlaſting Puniſh- 
ment that are before us; and the Doctrine 
of the abſolute Neceſſity of Holineſs in 


Heart and Life to Salvation, as well as 


Faith in the Lord Jeſus. For as theſe Do- 
ctrines are undoubtedly Parts of Chriſtiani- 
ty; ſo they are among its main Points, and 
what Chriſtians are generally agreed in ac- 


— 


[38] 


The men 
; lends me to conclude With the following 
xhortation; Lie ts becomes Obriſtians ; 

or in other Words, Live as they old 
hee, who profeſs 9 dellevs the Nu of 


Chri iftianity ; ; that is, accordiny to the Pre- 
cepts and Brrections that Chriſt and his 
pm have given us. We are therefore 
diligently to _ his Word, that we may 


know his Will, and to fee that we be Do- 


ers of the Mord, 


ry Inſtance, without 
_ putings, not pradgingly, but cearkily and 


ede may be ham 
comes fv Sons of God, being without Re- 


readily, with ht and Pleaſure, that 
5 and harmleſs, as be- 


buke in the miuſt of a crooked and perverſe. 
Nation, among whom they who are Chri- 


ſtians indeed ſhould 5 as Li 1 in the 
World, holding forth the Mord 


Cons are to follow the . of 1 


Cyhriſt their great Lord and Maſter ; and 
walk as he walked; like him their Hearts 
ſhould be burning with Love to God, and 


Zeal for his Honour and Service ; like him 
they ſhould be meek and lowly, ſpiritual 
and heavenly ; true to their Word and Pro- 
miſe; chaſt and temperate; juſt and righte- 


ous in all their Ways, doing no Sin, and 


VA Guile in their Mouths ; like him 
| they 


of theſe Things wietiral- 


and not Hearers only, de- 

ceioing our own ſelves. It ſhould be our 

Concern to dv all ring our Duty in eve- 
urmurings and Diſ- 
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they ſhould love their Enemies, bleſs them 


that curſe them, and pray for ſuch as de- 
ſpite fully ufe them, and perſecute them; 


and after his Example they ſhould carry it 


the Good they can in the World to the Bo- 


dies and Souls of Men, being concern d to 


de uſeful in their Places, and Bleſlings in 


What ſhall I ay to enforce the Exhor- 


tation to theſe and the like Things, which 


you cannot but be ſcnfible that this holy 
Religion recommends to us in the ſtrongeſt 
Terms l. It is a natural Inference from what 


bas been flid. For ſince the Reſurrection of 


Chriſt proves the Truth of Chriſtianity, we 


God; and to live as Chriſtianity requires. 
and obliges us to live, is no more than our 
In J vain do we flatter our ſelves with the 


Hopes of being ſaved by the Lord Jeſus, 


where we ſlight and difregard the Directi- 


ons and Precepts of his Word; or where 


we are found among the Workers of Ini- 
quity. If Chriſtianity be the Doctrine of 
God, there's no Ground for ſuch Hopes. 
No, better we had never heard of Chriſt ;- 
better that Chriſtianity had never been pro- 
poſed to us, than that we ſhould not ſo be- 


lieve it, as to be influenc'd by the Faith of 


its great Doctrines, to love and fear a 
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than natura 
think there's no need, ori no > good, of Reve- 
lation. 


[ 49 } 


and to ſhew that we do fo by a holy Life 
and Converſation. 


1 only add, that to hive as Chriſtians is 
the way to recomm end Chriſtianity to the 
World. There's nothing we can better do 


for the bringing Infidels oyer to the Faith 


of Jeſus. - The Arguinefits for the Truth of 
Chriſtianity are good: but the Generality 
of Unbelievers think it not worth their 
while to attend to and examine them ; for 
they run away with the Notion that it's no- 


thing hut Prieftcraft, and were it not for 
the Intereſt of PxIES Ts, there would be no | 
Talk of Chriſtianity. This they more ea- 


fily- ſwallow, becauſe they evidently ſee 
tin the greater Number of the Profeſſors of 


Chriſtianity live as if they really thought | 
there was tio Truth at all in it. Thoſe who | 
are call'd Chriſtians, do no more than ma- 


ny of the Heathen, and not ſo much as ſe- 
veral 27 them, who went no further 
Religion, and therefore they 


Thus the great Eraſn nus accounts or his 
not falling in with the Reformers, in a cer- 
tain Writing to them (g): © Let us caſt our 


Eyes upon ſuch as are calb d Evangelical 
* or ue and Kid whether there 
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(60 7:d. Brandt 's Hiſtory of che Reformation in the; 1 
n Fol. 1. p. 717. 


| 6 be 


. lo 


e dtm dee driven away 
* picuriſin has ſuecceded it. 


nee dme eee 


(Ar) 
4 be 'efs Opprefſion, Avatice, - or Link! 
e ury, than among thoſe whom ye ſo * 
Show us one Man whom 


| @] het. has converted from ( wil 


cr tony to Sobriety, from Wrath and An- 


ger to Meekneſs, from Robbery and Ex- 


« tortion to Generoſity and Benevolence, 
e from Curſing to Heling from Impu- 
* dence to Msdefly: I can ſhow you a 
4 great many tliat Als worſe than they 
<'yere before : Images are thrown out of 


< the Church, but what ſignifies that, while 


c vu worſhip andidolize your own Vices? 5 
but E- 
ro have 


« {Udi under foot the Err u of Rebigio 


c but the Power is not thereby iercsfed. 


4 Many in Lunbers Flock (as he "ſpeaks 
in another Place) © are utter Strangers to 
the Goſpel-Sincetity ”. A great deal 
might, 1 think, be ſaid to wipe off the 
Scandal which Braſmus in theſe Paſſages 
has thrown upon the Reformets in his Day, 
and which many Libertines who herded a- 
mong them might give tos much Occaſion 
for: But be this as it will, while he was 
under theſe Apprchenſons, is it any won. 
der at all, that he ſhould not think himſelf” 
obliged to join with them, or examine more 
niet iy the Grounds of their Proceedings 2 
And to improve this to the Purpoſe ber 


which 1 mentioned it, may we not very 
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0 | 
well think that. VP Mc our Times | 


ill act in the: fame manner in reſpect of 
Chriſtianity, if their Acquaintanco happens 
to lie chiefly a 10Ng 
ſtians, Who Al 


-hriſt their Maſter, hut 


are far from, doing the Things that he re- 


quires 8 


= 1 cannot think (gays that learned Man) 
« that even Miracles alone would. have | 
4 been ſo effectual to reform the World as 
© the Mamers.of the Evangeliſts, which : 


= were wholly. pure. and, n 


And thus much is certain, that the lire 
and holy Lives,, the exemplary Piety, and 
the ſocial Virtues, which the firſt "ty a J 
of Chriſtianity. were ſo eminent for, had a 
natural Tendency to put their Obſervers 
upon , Teaſonin in this manner; © There 8 
no queſtion at all but theſe Men are in 

* earneſt, and tell us nothing but what they 05 
« really believe themſelves Thus we 
may ſüppoſe there was raiſed, in one and 
andther of the Enemies of Chriſtianity, or 
ſuch as were Strangers to it, a Deſire of en- 
ALY into the Reaſons of that i 


quiring, th 


Faith, the Fruits of which they ſaw were: 
ſo excellent. And a fair hearing and ſeri- 
ous Conſideration of the Matter being by 
this Means obtain d, Truth, made its way. | 
into Mens Minds, and numerous were e tho. 
Converts. to e, 


a looſe fort, of Chri- 
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And might we De 22 hope for the . . 
did the e of Chriſtians fol o 5 


Chriſt's admitable Example, and tranſcribe - 
his Precepts in their Lives ; did they with 
the Apoſtle exerciſt themſelves in this daily, 
to have a Conſcience void of Pune f0waras . 
God and towards all Men? 

Oh! Jet us pray for more of the Holy 
Spirit upon us all, that we may be inſpir 4. 
both Miniſters and People, with a ſtronger 
and more lively Faith in the great Doctrines 
of Chriſtianity,” and ſhew our Faith by our 
Works, khat the Infidels among us obſer- 
ving our, in every relpect, good . 
on, may be led thereby to Kaner ſeriouſl 
ey without 9 the true 1 a i 


©, £4. 


Þ teen un N as 70 the berg Ok 52 Y | 
or - Write againſt ff Cort n 
with 40 weſs ; no, it would? then ap- 
pear ſo lovely, ſo uſeful. 10 good, {6 += 
fitable to Men, that they would even wiſh _ 
that it were true; and had they any. Ob- 
jections againſt it, they would pro them 
with Modeſty, as Enquirers aſter Truth, 
and thankfully receive all Lewe to 


R 2 convince: nnen it is 5 of Goy. 
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